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 Without any catalogs, any type of ad-
vertising program, it has always 
been assumed that Dunphy Boats 
busied themselves with war time 
production from 1943 through 
1946. After Fred Pospeschil had 
interviewed former employees, 
we learned that presumption was 
correct. In 1947 with the war 
ended, Dunphy once again head-
ed full steam into pleasure boat 
production.

 Dunphy would be on the 
cutting edge, building a new 
line of outboard runabouts with 
molded plywood hulls, a relatively 
new development stemming from 
the government’s experimenta-
tion with mass production of this 
popular material. Although the armed services 

used the material mostly in 
the production of aircraft, 
it lent itself perfectly to the 
manufacture of boats.

 As you remember 
from the last issue, during 
the twenties, the large Dun-
phy imboards were built 
with mahogany planking. 
As the boat works wound its 
way through the depression 
and the boats got smaller, 
cedar strip and mahogany 
strip construction replaced 

the wide board planking. The 

new molded plywood hulls had 
numerous advantages over strip-
type construction.

 The new hulls were 
smooth on the inside with a 
clean, uncluttered look. The 
strength of the veneers bent into 
compound curves was enough 
to resist the bending and torque 
placed on it by the heavy, power-
ful outboards that were in pro-
duction at the time. The truly 
amazing thing about these hulls 
was an incredibly light weight 
hull with the strength of a much 
heavier boat.

 They required no soak-up 
to swell the strips together like 
the cedar boats did. Nor did they 

add the extra water weight as a result of this 

 Strip construction Muskie for 1942.

1942 Sand Dab Deluxe. I like the idea of 
“unlimimited horsepower”.
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“soaking-up”. The one thing that was more 
diffi cult was repairing a hole or a spot that 
had worn through. 

 At the same time that molded ply-
wood was coming into vogue, fi berglass and 
plastic boats were entering the market, as 
were aluminum, stainless steel, and magne-
sium hulled boats.

 Dunphy had made the commitment 
to molded plywood. They threw the whole 
thing into it. The cedar strip process slowly 
disappeared from their lineup. The boats 
became more deluxe in both fi nish and 
by the hardware visible on the decks and 
around the cockpit. This was a time when 
boat manufacturers were just beginning to 
install these pieces at the factory. Before this, 

it was done by the dealers, and whatever the 
hardware line that the dealers carried went on 
the boat. Ever wonder why it’s so confusing 
to know just what the correct hardware is 
on boats of this period? It could be almost 
anything and still be correct. It varies widely 
between the manufacturers and when they 
began to install these items at the factory.

 By 1954 they were celebrating the 
100th Anniversary of Dunphy Boats and the 
cedar strip boats were down to a couple of 
fi shing boats. The rich mahogany molded 
plywood of the Dunphy runabouts was at its 
peak. So was the rest of the molded mahog-
any runabout market. Several other makes 
were also building similar boats. 

 Industrial Shipping of Mahane Bay, 
Nova Scotia was selling molded plywood hulls 
to other manufacturers who only had to add 
decks, transoms, and interiors and they were 

in business. Industrial Shipping had hired 
Dick Cole, Naval Architect to travel the 
country designing hulls especially for these 
manufacturers and they would build the 
hulls in Canada and ship them out.

 By the late 50’s fi berglass was easily 
taking over the market. The idea of less 
maintenance was usually the deciding fac-
tor in this swing to a new product. Plastic 
had proven itself superior from an effi -
ciency standpoint. While lacking the beau-
tiful luster of mahogany, the styling ele-
ments that the plastic enabled the builders 
to produce led the trends in the market. 
Management at Dunphy Boats resisted 

the change to this new material in building its 
hulls, some say causing the demise of a one 
time leader in its market. 

This is how it was done.

Molded plywood Muskie for 1950.

The Sand Dab not only has a new con-
struction type in 1950, it has become 

more deluxe.


